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WANTED! 


The American Bible Society has been highly favored 
in the past in having a great multitude of friends. Its 
roll of members and directors for life is a long one; 
but every number of the Bible Society Record con- 
tains a reminder that these “members for life’? are 
“not suffered to continue by reason of death,” and 

/ others are wanted to fill the ranks. 

It is not names that are wanted, so much as friends 
and partners. This is a call to membership and co- 
operation in a work most closely connected with the 
growth of the Master’s kingdom. The contribution 
_of thirty dollars to make one’s self a member of the 
Society indicates an interest which does not cease 
with the giving, but has permanence and life. So it 
has proved in cases innumerable. Like the faith, 
which dwelt first in the grandmother Lois, andthe 


est and membership in the Bible Society is a kind of 
heirloom, which the son delights to secure and retain 
because his father had it before him. In some organ- 
izations, like the Society of the Cincinnati, member- 
lip goes by inheritance from father to oldest son, in 
certain prescribed lines; but in the Bible Society 


and, as the Managers say in their Report just 
issued, the importance of having life-long friends in 
all parts of our widely extended country can hardly 
be over-rated. The Constitution of the Society pro- 
vides for a hearty and manifested co-operation in the 
rm of individual membership in the body corporate. 
ry lover of his race is invited to enroll himself as 
who intends, so long as life shall last, to do his 
t to secure the diffusion of the truth by means 
1e printed Scriptures. By the gift of $30 one may 
e a life member; by the gift of $150 a life 
ctor ; and contributions for this purpose are 
Ss welcome. 

ttances may be made at any time in letters 
ed to Mr. Wm. Foulke, Jr., Treasurer of the 
can Bible Society, New York, and engraved 
tes of life membership will be returned by 


mother Eunice, and then in the son Timothy, so inter- 


THE BIBLE FOR MOHAMMEDANS, 
BY REV. JAMES F. RIGGS, BERGEN POINT, N. J. 


[The valuable contribution to the History of Ver- 
sions, of which the following article is an abridg- 
ment, was read before the Institute of Christian 
Philosophy at Asbury Park, N. J., July 22d, 1885, and 
printed in full in “Christian Thought” for March, 
1886, Vol. 3, No.5. While the main line of thought 
is here reproduced, the reader is referred to the 
magazine for more extended illustrations of the 
theme.—Zd. B.S. Record.] ; 

The supreme work of the church is to evangelize 
the world. All subordinate questions are questions 
of method. But over against all specific opinions as 
to method in opening up new territory, and over 
against a varied experience of success and failure in 
the past, stands the self-evident proposition that the 
word of God must be given to all men in their ver- 
nacular tongue and that as speedily as possible. 
Martin Luther said well, “By the word the world 
has been conquered; by the word the church has 
been saved ; by the word, too, she will be restored.” 
The church of this nineteenth century has an ear- 
nest faith in that proposition, and we are chiefly zeal- 


ous for this—to bring the mind of man cverywherey™ _ 


into an intelligent relation to that precious word. __ 

When the American. Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions began their work in Southwestern 
Asia, there were no accepted formulas of missionary 
science, ‘or rules of procedure, but the evangelical 
instincts of the workers led them in the right direc- 
tion, and the res“'t was the adoption c* what may 
be termed the Biblical method—not any particular 
method taught in the Bible, but that method which 
requires the use of the Bible. There must be preach- 
ing of the word indeed, but also reading and study 
of the same, in a permanent form so translated as to 
stand with an enduring literary character. This is 
now a bare truism, but in the days when Dr. Joseph 
Wolff went to Tartary, in the days of the Danish 


Protestant Missions in the East India Islands, to say 


nothing of earlier times, it was by no means a truism, 
and if it has become so now, the change is due to a 
prodigious uprising in the church. , 
Friends of the cause half a century ago were not 
agreed as to the question of founding schools, of 
sending converted youth to America, or of editing a 
weekly religious press, but they were agreed about 
the Bible. It was not the feeble agreement of men 
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who nod before a truism, but it was the agreement 
of the men who marched to Marathon! The mis- 
sionaries did not adopt a uniform policy, even in the 
matter of personal habits, residence, clothing, and 
the like, but they stood absolutely together on the 
supreme importance of giving each separate race in 
the Ottoman empire a faithful rendering of God’s 
word. This was the ground-plan of all the work 
undertaken, and it was a war of the giants! Look- 
ing back now over the history of that grand effort, 
and reviewing the many difficulties which must be 
met and vanquished even in case the nature of the 
translation is the simplest, we are astonished at the 
course mapped out for themselves by those pioneers 
of the work in Turkey. It is surprising that they 
foresaw so many of the difficulttes that must be met, 
and it is also surprising that when they did see 
them, they still pushed forward with a courage so 
simple, and a patience so steady. Our theme is one 
not readily stated, because the difficulties encoun- 
tered in the work are so many. The translation of 
the Bible into the language of the Ottoman Turks 
may be considered as an example or type of the 
difficulties met by all who seek to set forth the 
Scriptures in the language of any Mohammedan 
people. 

What is the problem which an American mission- 
ary must face, when he proposes to lay open God’s 
word before Mohammedans? The barriers to be 
surmounted are of no ordinary kind. The Bible for 
Germans was translated by Germans; the Bible for 
Englishmen was translated by Englishmen; and in 
such a case the workmen employed were presumably 
familiar with their mother tongue. But the mission- 
ary, at work on a new version, for Turks, or for 
Arabs, or for Persians, or for the Mohammedans of 
the Ganges Valley, must possess not only the quali- 
fications of Luther and Erasmus, but those of Lane 
and De Sacy also. I do not know of anything 
in the range of literature more difficult! 

It is not an easy thing to write a book that shall 
prove of permanent literary value. It is not easy 
for an author,-working in his own mother-tongue, 
with everything in iis favor, to produce a book 
that shall rise to a coramanding position, that will 

fit into one of the niches of immortality. How many 

can follow in the steps of Gibbon or Macaulay? and 
there never was but one Homer, but one Milton! 
And yet our translator is expected to work miracles 
in the way of expression in a tongue which he did 
not learn from infancy! Juno said, “I walk a queen,”’ 
but there was only one Olympus for her to walk. 
Yonder in Beirut is a poor perplexed mortal, who 
_ Must soar at once with Moses, David, and Isaiah 
in Hebrew, and with Hariri, Ibn Arab Shah, and 
Mohammed himself in Arabic. 
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and by main force of his verbal catalogue, called by 
courtesy a dictionary, he makes some kind of an 
English sentence and calls it translating, but what 
he makes is a caricature of the original. Even 
grown-up men, using good dictionaries, make very 
poor work of their authors in, many cases.’ We 
have here a good example of the tax levied by the 
Muses, in the three degrees, positive, comparative, 
superlative : 

It is difficult to write well in mother-tongue. 

It is more difficult to translate well from the for- 
eign speech into our own. 

It is most difficult to translate well from our own 
tongue into a speech which is foreign. 

There are also many specific obstacles standing 
in the way among the Mohammedans, which add 
to those hindrances that are essential. One point 
of vital consequence may be stated in the line of a 
broad distinction. The labor of past centuries, em- 
balmed in the form which we call a dictionary, is 
available for use among those who confine them- 
selves to the beaten track, who are content to write 
on.topics that are familiar, and to work veins that 
have been worked before. Thus, a man writing in 
Turkish on. historical themes, could rely on the 
native lexicographers, because history has been 
written in Turkish before, and the terms have been 
worked upin many shapes. The same is true of aman 
writing on Mohammedan theology, for that is a fruit- 
ful theme among the dervishes. But a man writing 
on Christian theology is suddenly confronted with 
a new barrier, in the poor quality of his lexicons.* 
No matter how excellent the dictionary may be, it 
must be used with caution. There are men whojare 
the bond-slaves of dictionaries all their lives, and 
their work shows the consequence. Dictionaries 
are like other books, and must be used with a 
vigilant eye, for the translator who would do great 
work must at least be abreast of the lexicographer. 
By dint of long pruning and trimming, a book of 
this kind may (possibly) become perfect, but no 
such labor as the European lexicons display has yet 
been expended on the languages of Asia. 

Another broad line of distinction is seen in the 
moral aspect of human speech. When we range 
two or three languages side by side, the question is 
pertinent, Is there, or is there not, a moral parallel-_ 
ism between them? What sort of moral forces 
have blended themselves with the terms and the 
syntax of this tongue? Here is a word for righteous- 
ness, but what do Arabs and Turks apprehend from 
such a word? What does righteousness signify in 
their souls? The Mohammedan talks much of the 
divine mercy, but what he really means is the partial- 
ity of God, the favor which God shows to the Muslim, 
because he is a Muslim. 


These things must be 

A writer has only his own thoughts to deal with 
under one set of laws for expression, but the trans- 
lator must deal with the thoughts of God, and that 
under two or more entirely different sets of laws 
both of grammar and of taste. Z is not easy to 


understood by the translator, on penalty of saying — 
things he does not wish to say, so making dreadful 
work of his rendering. —— 

Again, there is a great difference between work 
E done in languages that belong to the same family, 
translate the Bible. Few persons even in cultivated and in those that are separated by a deep chasm. 
society realize how difficult is the work of a con- The Indo-European languages are not indeed exactly 
scientious translator, and few know how rare a thing ek = # 
a really good translation is in any language, A *This remark applies to the time when the work of trans 


; i ; : 4 lation began; since then ifficulty ha’ 
schoolboy toils along over his “ Arm a virumque,” a great ; nee then the ne ae tb has been Seana t 
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alike in structure or in vocabulary, but they do sus- 
tain a well-defined mutual relation, and they consti- 
tute a group, the outcome of parallel historic action. 
It is presumable that ayy man who assumes to be a 
translator in these European forms of speech, is 
possessor of the general qualifications; that he 
knows what great historic forces have combined to 
make modern literature what it is. It is presumable 


that he has a distinct apprehension of the mode of 


thought out of which his very tools have come into 
existence; but when a man passes over from the 
Aryan group or system of groups into a Turanian, 
or a Semitic tongue, he has to study not only a new 
language, but a new set of historical associations 
and of social types. Ideas which are germane to 
all sections of European literature are foreign to 
the Arab horseman, or the Nile farmer. If the 
object were to render Gibbon’s “ Decline and Fall” 
into Russian, the translator would find in that 
language lines of thought already marked, and veins 
of historical inquiry already worked, to an extent 
sufficient to warrant the hope of success. But let 
him cross the Bosphorus and seek to give the great 
history to any Mohammedan race, and he would find 
lines of thought that would mislead him, and veins 
of inquiry by which he would be greatly perplexed. 
He must begin his education over again, and study 
roots, etymologies, side lights, and especially the 
types of thought and expression which are normal 
in the language he examines. 

There is a genuine sympathy between the modern 
Turk and the Mosaic age, which is a real gain; and 
it is easier for him to think along the lines of Old 
Testament discussion than it is for a man reared-in 
a London billiard-room or on a farm in Kansas. 
It is easier to travel around a mountain by rail 
_ than it is to go over it by a common road, even 

though the common road be very much the shorter. 

So, we can sometimes reach a fuller sympathy with 

the characters of Scripture by going round through 
_ modern Syria, and we arrive at a more satisfactory 
sense of the inner meaning by learning to think as 
he thinks, who was born in Bagdad or Damascus. 
It is refreshing to the Christian to learn that the 
Mohammedans call Jerusalem El-Kuds—The Holy. 
And when the phrase is used, “The hour of prayer,” 
there is a feeling in the mind of the Gentile pilgrim 
that he is now on ground that is unmistakably Mosaic 
and biblical, if not apostolic. 

Some of these points of contact between the pres- 
ent and the remote past are subtle, and to define 
them in a short compass would be impossible; but 
there are also some which may be made clear by a 
brief statement of the case. The literary debt which 
is due to the past is far more obvious in the East 
than it is with us. This is one result of the tendency 
to copy, in mere questions of method, the usages 
of past days. There is no such systematic radical- 
ism in methods as we of the West are fostering. The 
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pen, will hold its own for three thousand years, one 
scribe imitating exactly the tricks of the scribe who 
taught him. So, the numerical values of the letters 
of the alphabet are determined by their arrangement 
inv Hebrew, without any reference to the ondee fol- 
lowed in Turkish or Arabic, 


most primitive mechanical device, such as a reed is to be seen nowhere else. 
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The language men employ is largely determined 
by their calling in life, and the East has always been 
to avery great degree agricultural, so that a set of 
thoughts decidedly rustic in their bias will enable 
the missionary to establish a lively connection with 
gospel teachings. One instance is now recalled in 
which a missionary produced a profound impression 
on the mind of a simple shepherd on the mountains 
of Bithynia, by reading to him in the tenth chapter 
of St. John, of the Good Shepherd and his sheep. 
The poor man was charmed, and said that he never 
knew before that the Bible was a ‘‘ sheep-book.” 

The Turkish language is well worth study for its 
own sake, apart from any question of utilizing it in 
aggressive labor, just as a man may study with 
delight a Titian, or a Murillo, whether he be an 
artist or a lay admirer. The Turkish language will 
be found a great curiosity, in respect to its vocabu- 
lary, verbal inflection, syntax, and rhetorical structure. 
Hence the language in its present state, as written 
by cultivated men in Constantinople, is a singularly 
interesting subject of study. It is like a railroad 
turn-table, facing about at will, and the student can 
glide off easily on lines of syntax or of vocabulary 
which lead to Semitic, Aryan, and Turanian fountains. 

But this wealth of lexical matter in the Turkish 
language is a source of very serious embarrassment 
to the translator, on account of a wilderness of ques- 
tions that arise regarding choice, taste. In English 
very little difficulty of this sort is felt, because we 
have in English so few words that are really syno- 
nyms. In the vast majority of cases we have only 
one name for a thing. When we mean the moon 
we say the moon; occasionally a writer will go out 
of his way to say the lunar orb, but most writers are 
fastidious in the use of simple terms. But in Turkish 
there are three words for moon, all of them recog- 
nized as allowable and in constant use—ay, Turkish; 
mah, Persian; kamer, Arabic. This curious state of 
things runs through the language, and gives rise to 
the same question at every point. In some cases 
there is a technical use made of one of the terms, 
by which it is shut out from the competition, but 
this is the exception, not the rule. The numerals 
afford a case in point. Those in daily use in the 
bazaars are the true Turkish words, bir, iki, uch, etc. 
But when a Turk wishes to name certain months, 
First Rebi, Second Rebi, First Jemazi, Second Jemazi, 
he never uses the Turkish words first and second, 
but always the Arabic, Rebi-ul-evvel, etc., so that 
the word first has practically come to be a part of 
the name of the month. On the other hand the 


_ Persian numerals are used in playing backgammon, 


yek, du, seh, etc. Yek-yek, double one. Borrowed 
idioms complicate structure in language just as 
elaborate patterns complicate the duty of a carpet- 
weaver. No single system can be so complicated 
as this combination, in which three distinct strands 
are braided together into a fabric, the like of which 
The translator is called 
upon to decide questions of taste involving many 
elements, and in regard to which native critics are 
by no means agreed. 

The Latin grammars give two infinitive forms to 
each conjugation, as, Amare and Amari. But the 
Turkish grammars give thirty-six infinitives to the 
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same verb. Each of these has a train of its own, a 
full set of moods and tenses. The result is, that as 
far as form goes Turkish is the most elaborate lan- 
guage in the world in verbal forms. If I wish to 
say in Turkish, I was not able to make him know, 
it is a single word, Bil-dir-e-me-dim. That is not 
at all an extravagant example, but a very common- 
place one, selected for that reason. We must be 
constantly dealing with what is commonplace in any 
such work of translation. But over against this 
mode of expression, there is the temptation to make 
use of attractive Arabic idioms which express the 
thought and not cumber the page by a perpetual 
recurrence of long words. In countless cases a 
distinct choice is allowable, and the native secre- 
taries do not always show good and safe taste, so 
that much really depends on the keenness of the 
foreigner, although every translator is supposed to 
have the best native advice obtainable. 

It is in the sequence of words in Turkish syntax 
that we find the crowning curiosity of all. In this 
respect that language differs from all others, although 
the influence of the Turkish has been felt by the 
Modern Armenian. The succession of ideas is very 
nearly an inversion of the order in European lan- 
guages: Ev, house; evde, in the house; sungher, a 
sponge; sungher ile, with a sponge. So, in longer 
sentences the subordinate clauses are put first, and 
the most important verb of all, which is the first 
with us, is last in Turkish. For example: in giving 
out a hymn in church we say, ‘‘ Let us sing to God’s 
praise the fifteenth hymn.’ In Turkish, we say: 

Terennum ederek on-beshinji ilahi okuyalum. 

Melody making the ten-fifth hymn let us sing. 

If I wish to make a remark in a bookstore about 
a book for which I inquired there the day before, 
I say: 

Boorada sordughum kitab hakkunda. (Literally.) 

Here inquiring my book regard to in. 

The first four verses of the Gospel_of St. Luke, in 
Turkish (Roman letters), with a literal rendering— 
Revision of 1878 : 

Ey Zaziletloo 
oO most excellent 


ibtidaden 
from the beginning 


Teofilos: 
Theophilus: 


gyozleri ile 
eyes their with 


khademesi 
retinue 


gsyorenlerin 
persons seeing 
ve kelamun 
and the word of 
miyanemizde yakunan 
midstofusin for certain 
bize nakl 
to us narration 


olanlarun 
persons who are 


mussellem 
incontrovertible 


etmish 
made 


olan 
being 
nesneleri 
the things 


olduklaruna 
to their haying 


al-et-tertib 
in order 


gyore, 
with a view 


nije 
sundry 


kimseler 
persons 


anlarun 


of those things 
teclifine mubasheret 


to the writing set themselves 


jihetle ben dakhi en 
with referenceto I also the very 


sheyi 
thing 


eylemish 
having 


olduklaru 
their 


evvelinden her 
from the beginning every 


taharri 
pursuit 


komal-i-dikkatle 
with scrupulous care 


etdighimden 
because I made 


hakkikatini 
the truth 


jumlesini 
all of it 


sana 
to thee 


ta’lim 
taught 


oloonan 
which have been 


sheylerin 
things of 
bilmeklighin 
your knowing 


ichun 
in order to 


sana 

to thee 
surasuile 
in order 


yazmak 
to write 


bana 
tome 


munasib 
appropriate 


gyorundu 
appeared. 
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The difference in syntax and the building up of a 
sentence between the English and the Turkish lan- 
guages is here set forth, and it is so remarkable, the 
sequence of words as givensalready is so extraordi- 
nary, that it might suggest to some mind the question 
whether that is really a translation at all. It is a 
scrupulous, a most faithful translation, in the legiti- 
mate sense of the word. _ For the real test of a trans- 
lation is not the arrangement of clauses, nor the 
identity of the meaning sentence by sentence, but 
the identity of meaning when the paragraph is com- 
plete. In these verses from Luke we find every 
clause here that is found in the Greek, but the order 
is changed by reason of the imperative claims of Turk- 
ish usage. Thus the expression, “It seemed good to 
me also,” stands at the beginning of the third verse 
both in Greek and English, but among the Turks good 
usage requires that it be placed at the end of the fourth 
verse, that is, at the end of the completed paragraph. 

If the reader will turn to the example given, and 
begin to read at the last word, working backward 
line by line toward the first, he will perceive that the 
paragraph makes much ~better sense; in fact, the 
sequence of words, as compared with the English, 
is very nearly inverted. Yet this point does not 
really affect the fidelity of the translation, because 
in any intelligent reading we gather the sense from 
the entire paragraph, and when an educated Turk 
has read through those four verses, he has gained 
from them exactly the ideas which an English- 
man would get from his authorized version, or a 
Greek, from the original. In many shorter sentences 
the inverted order of the two languages is exact 
throughout. 

In conclusion, this remark is suggested by the his- 
tory of the century now passing so rapidly to its 
close. The enemy is disposed to sneer at missions. 
Let him sneer! He doesn’t know anything about it. 
The work done in foreign lands by American mis- 
sionaries in the discharge of their duty, viewed from 
the standpoint of fine literature, is of the very best 
quality, of the highest order, and the day is not far 
distant when Americans will recognize this and be 
proud of their great missionaries, aside from any 
technical denominational zeal. There will come a 
day when the secular annalists, who are not supposed 
to cherish any enthusiasm for the kingdom of Christ, 
will take pains to do justice to this colossal enter- 
prise, on its literary side, enrolling the great mission- 
aries, just as they enroll great discoverers, great 
generals, and great senators. But the true reward 
is in the work done! THE BIBLE TRANSLATED! 
Millions of eyes will read ;-millions of hearts thrill ; 
and millions of feet will seek the way to New 
Jerusalem ! 
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Cuina.—Dr. Gulick wrote on the first of June, say- 
ing that he had good news from most of the Bible 
Society colporteurs—all of them hard at work and- 
unmolested. Mr. Coleman, in the northwest of 
Kwantung, who is more exposed than most, seems to ; 
be getting id very quietly, 
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BRAZIL.—In a voyage along the coast from Rio de 
Janeiro to the Paran4é Provinces, Mr. Brown is 
accompanied by a young man, whom he has recently 
employed as a colporteur, and whose conversion 
was due to a New Testament that another colpor- 
teur persuaded him to buy, and then induced him to 
read. He began to read it to his sister who was 
dying with consumption, and who before her death 
found great solace in the story of Jesus Christ and 
his salvation. On the 12th of May Mr. Brown was 
to leave Curitiba for the interior, in company with 
Mr. Chamberlain and Mr. Landez. 


Mexico.—Mr. Hamilton says: 

A Bible colporteur and a preacher were stoned and 
robbed last week near Uruapan. The horses taken 
from them have been found and may be obtained 
again. The preacher is in prison for defending him- 
self. The colporteur is attending trial about the 
ownership of the horses. 


Cusa.—Mr. McKim says: 

A young man came seven leagues to buy a Bible 
for his father, and like others who have always lived 
under Roman rule, he was surprised that the entire 
Bible could be purchased for fifty-five cents. A 
case of this kind is more encouraging than when I 
sella fine Bible to some haughty planter, or a num- 
ber of Testaments or Portions to those who feel no 
real interest, but buy for curiosity, or to be rid of a 
“book-peddler.” I hope to dispose of all my present 
stock in July, or early in August, although it rains 
nearly every day, and lately very heavily. 


CorEA.—The Rev. H. G. Underwood, of the Pres- 
byterian Mission at Seoul, writes: 
We have had several Coreans studying the Scrip- 


tures in Chinese, and one of them,'a man of consider- 


able means, professes to have found Christ. 

He read the Scriptures with a sort of hungering 
and thirsting, and seemed to take them in. 
reading Matthew and Mark in one night, he came to 
me with his face all aglow and told me that he had 

found something good. He had evidently studied 
_ what he had read, as he was able to turn from passage 
to passage and comment upon them. He lingered 
_ most over the fifth chapter of Matthew. He has gone 
to the country now, and has taken several Christian 
books with him to study while there. The remark- 
_ able thing about his case is, that he was led to inquire 
about Christianity by reading a Chinese work that 
spoke against it. We hope and pray that he may be 
true to his belief, and that he may be guided aright. 

I have given away nearly all the copies of the 
Chino-Corean Scriptures prepared by you, and if 
you could spare more I think I could use them to 
advantage. 


Russta.—The Russian Bible Society have received 
permission to place a “kiosk” in one of the most 
frequented thoroughfares of St. Petersburg, where a 
large part of the small traffic of the town is carried 
on. Small sales of Scriptures are made daily. Some 
opposition is made to having Scripture devices and 
texts painted on the glass, but this may perhaps be 
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overcome. This society in 1885 circulated 78,243 


copies of the Scriptures. 

Mr. Prince writes, June sth: 

We are sending to Cronstadt several hundred copies 
of the New Testament, to be put on board the ships 
that will be leaving for the Pacific in a month or two. 
Many of the ships now cruising in the waters of the 
Gulf of Finland and the Baltic were pretty well sup- 
plied last year. 
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VENEZUELA. 


Mr. Milne’s reports concerning Venezuela indicate 
that his visit to that country was timely, and fruitful in 
good results. He met with some delays on his voy- 
age, so that he did not reach La Guayra until the 17th 
of January, and a considerable time then elapsed 
before he was able to make arrangements for the 
discharge of his books from the custom-house. He 
spent in all about two months in Caracas and vicinity, 
and then left, not because he had done all that might 
be expected, but because duty called him elsewhere. 
Caracas is a city of 70,000 inhabitants, and in his view 
it can never be so fully supplied with the Scriptures as 
to make it impossible to sell more. He says: 

We left Caracas by the morning train, March 18th, and 
reached La Guayra in two hours. The distance is 
somewhat more than twenty-three miles, and there is 
a descent of some 900 metres. O—— had done pretty 
well, but the day we arrived he was stopped by one 
official and taken to the police office by another. On 
stating that he was in my employ, he was set at liberty, 
that he might go to the hotel for me. The officer in 
charge seemed afraid of committing himself, but finally 
gave as a reason for the arrest that the Bibles weré 
American and not the true Bible, and that the author- 
ities had unwittingly allowed them to pass the custom- 
house. I did my best to show him that this was im- 
possible. The constitution in the hands of a foreigner 
is a powerful weapon, but the natives are so accus- 
tomed to see it trampled upon and ignored, that they 
seldom think of using it in self-defense. 

Clerical opposition, adverse notices in the papers, 
and other things combined to make it difficult to do 
much at La Guayra, though we had the satisfaction of 
knowing that some good seed fell into good and pre- 
pared ground. The opposition on the part of the 
people is the result chiefly of ignorance, and gradually 
gives way before patient and repeated explanation, 
but it was impossible for us to stay long Besson to 
carry our work to such an issue. 

We were told at La Guayra of some one who re- 
cently began to distribute the Scriptures grads on the 
wharf, and was made to desist by the authorities ; but 
what degree of truth, if any, there may be in the state- 
ment, it is impossible to say. We went by steamer to 
Puerto Cabello, and thence by coach forty-two miles 
to Valencia, over a steep and bad road. We rode 
from 4 P.M. until 2 p.m. the next day, and remained 
at Valencia until April 2d. We found ready sale and 


_ could have done a good deal more work had we been 


able to stay a longer time. 
Arriving at Maracaibo by Sfeaer on the Sth of 
April, we encountered much opposition, fomented 


IO2 


chiefly by the leading newspaper. I called on the 
editor, who had every appearance, except in dress, of 
being a priest, and remonstrated against his unjust 
charges. He took refuge under the freedom of the 
press, and said I might sue him at law, but refused to 
withdraw his calumnies. In the market the opposi- 
tion showed itself on the part of some in handfuls of 
beans and rice, etc. One old gentleman was so an- 
noyed and excited at seeing me coolly offering Bibles 
for sale, and at the same time telling the people that 
the books were prohibited by the priests, that he 
assured me I would get a beating if I did not desist. 

At Cura¢oa we saw the Dutch pastor, who told us 
that he had applied to you for a supply of Bibles for 
the poor members of his congregation and had re- 
ceived them. Next to the Passzamento, the language 
most generally spoken in Cura¢oa is Spanish, and we 
sold a few volumes, but found the ground very hard. 

Reports from the Isthmus led us to modify our 
plans, and it is arranged that Sefior Penzotti shall go 
hence to Colon and Panama, sell what books he can, 
and then join me at Baranquilla. We will then go up 
the Magdalena in company, and cross over from 
Bogota to the Pacific coast. 

Writing from Baranquilla on the 11th of May, Mr. 
Milne says: 

Since I came here I have been directing services 
every Sunday in English and Spanish in Mr. Erwin’s 
school, where a great deal of interest is manifested. 
The revolution, however, has almost ruined his school. 
He manages to get along without any help from out- 
side, and though physically disabled, he exercises a 
powerful influence for good over his school, and is 
much respected. 


——— 


PERSIA. 

Mr. Whipple writes: 

I have fitted out two colporteurs for a four or five 
months’ tour to the regions of Ghilan and Mazande- 
ran, on the Caspian coast. Our colporteurs from 
Teheran have made short trips in those States, but 
they had not time to visit more than a small part of 
the territory, which is malarious and generally un- 
healthy. These men wrote me from Resht, where 
they had arrived safely, though much hindered by 
snow, rain, and deep mud. They report encouraging 
sales, but say that sales are difficult because of the 
scarcity of money and the ignorance of the gospel, 
surpassing anything they have ever met. 

About the same time I sent out two colporteurs in 
another direction, with instructions to visit the villages, 
as far as possible, in order. I have heard from them 
at Zenjon and Casveen, and expect them to be absent 


four months. Two others have gone toward Ardibil: 


and Mohan, and to-day I have just finished the outfit 
of two others, bound for a three months’ tour to the 
wild Karadagh region, as yet unvisited. You can see 
that it has been a busy time with me;-and I have to be 
looking ahead and planning other trips when these 
men return, Last year I was myself absent from home 
one-third of the time, and yet I made only one full 
circuit of my large field. The slow mode of travel 
here in Persia—on horseback, at caravan rate—seems 
to be a waste of time. It takes a day of hard and 
tiresome riding to accomplish a journey for which an 
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hour is sufficient on a railroad at home. But as this 
is the only mode of travel, except between Casveen 
and Teheran, where there are post-wagons, we have 
to accept it. 


_— 


EUROPEAN TURKEY, MISSION. 


PHILIPPOPOLIS, April 28, 1886. 


DEAR BROTHER :—The European Turkey Mission, 
assembled in its annual meeting, wishes to express its 
appreciation of the work of your Society in our mission 
field, and of the cordial way in which your Agent at 
Constantinople has co-operated with us in the Lord’s 
work. The past year has been one of great disturb- 
ance and of marked scarcity of money. Colporteurs 
have not been as free to press their sales as in pre- 
ceding years, and so the latter have fallen off not a 
little. We continue to have instances of the good 
work of the colporteurs in interesting men in the word 
of life, and in persuading them to adopt it as their 
rule of life and conduct. A faithful colporteur is often 
the means of opening the way for a preacher or other 
mission worker. 

During the Bulgaro-Servian war your Society dis- 
tributed, through our missionaries, 10,000 copies of 
Portions of the Scriptures to the soldiers in the prov- 
ince of Eastern Roumelia, and about 3,000 copies in 
Bulgaria proper. More would have been distributed 
in the latter place had there not been considerable 
opposition to so doing on the part of the higher eccle- 
siastics, on the ground that it was for proselyting the 
soldiers. 

We have requested the Bible societies to publish an 
edition of a small Bulgarian Bible. The existing edi- 
tions are too Jarge to be carried about in the pocket. 
We are sure the societies will give the subject due 
consideration. 

You will rejoice with us that there is progress in the 
work of evangelizing the Bulgarians, and pray that 
great outpourings of the Holy Spirit may speedily 
take place in all parts of our field. _ 

In behalf of the European Turkey Mission, 

J. W. Barrp, 


SEED-SOWING IN TREBIZOND. 
BY MISS M. A, WEST. 


Trebizond is one of the oldest stations of the Amer- 
ican Board in Asiatic Turkey. It has a population of 
35,000, of whom one-half are Turks, and the remain- 
der are mostly Greeks and Armenians. Like most sea- 
board towns, Christian work has been difficult in pro- 
portion to commercial success. Scarcely half a score 


of the early fruits of the Mission remain, and these are — 


perhaps the least hopeful of the little flock of evangel- 
icals in this ancient town on the Black Sea. 
their children, however, are among the leading mem- 


Some of | 


bers of the church and community, two of them hav- _ 


ing been trained in the boarding school for girls, of 
which I had charge at Constantinople. 


Although 


often desirous of visiting this place, the way was not _ 
open till October last, when by invitation of the 
missionary family and the native brethren, I came to | 
spend a few weeks or months in labor among the — 


women. “4 
The first fortnight was occupied in visiting our 
Protestant families and the various schools, and then — 


D 
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commenced my regular work among outsiders. Tak- 
ing my ‘‘seed-basket,”’ full of tracts, text-cards, and 
Gospels in the various languages, and with prayer 
for the Spirit’s guidance and blessing, I went forth 
alone, day after day, to sow. The weather was pro- 
pitious, the air mild and sunny, so that many of the 
women were sitting in the open doorway, or the 
garden or courtyard, with their knitting, spinning, or 
other domestic work, and this made entrance easy 
for astranger. Pausing by the open door, I gave the 
customary salutation and inquired if there were read- 
ers in that house. This generally brought me an invi- 
tation to enter, or to be seated while I showed them 
the “little books.”’ 

I called at eight houses the first day, and had ear- 
nest conversation and prayer in most of them, repeat- 
ing the Lord’s Prayer in two homes and leaving be- 
hind me tracts to deepen the impressions made, or a 
Gospel either sold or given away. Very few of the 

_ women can read, but most of the children can, and in 
most houses there are men who come home at night, 
and they are generally able to read. Some of the 
women thanked me for coming and asked me to 
remember them again, while others were either indif- 
ferent or disposed to cavil. 

_ Another day, after being welcomed at several 
houses and selling some Gospels, finding here and 
there one who could read a little, I entered a garden 
where a number of women and girls were at work. 
The mistress proved a very rough, rude woman, and 
would have nothing to do with my books; calling me 
a far-mason, a corruption of free-mason, the term of 
reproach for Protestants in this place. Some of the 
girls gladly received the tracts, and finding: that I 

_ could not compete with one whose voice was so loud 
and tongue so sharp, I shook the dust off my feet and 
departed. 

While I was selling some illuminated text-cards to 
an Armenian lady to send to her home in Russia, a 
rude neighbor came and whispered, ‘‘Is she not a 
Sar-mason ?” “What of that?” she replied; “per- 
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thirty little boys and girls. At a khan near by, several 
Turks asked for a Gospel. An Armenian woman 
called me in, and in her house I found another large 
but neglected Bible. This family were from the Har- 
poot field. She asked me to “read and pray over 
her” for the restoration of her eyes, but was not anx- 
ious for her soul! In two other Armenian houses I 
found a large Bible of our own imprint, and an aged 
woman with glasses, who learned to read when young 
and seemed to know the truth. She bought a Gospel 
for twenty paras (two cents), and, putting it in her 
pocket, drew forth a sausage, which she gave me in 
token of her appreciation of my visit! Ata ‘‘ fabrica” 
near by, ten or fifteen men were weaving. They 
gladly received the little books. Several Gospels and 
other books were sold among them, and at one visit 
all the looms were stopped while they listened to the 
representations of the truth by the teacher who accom- 
panied me. 

In another quarter, I was one day surrounded by a 
company of twenty or thirty women of the most igno- 
rant and vulgar class. Contact with these women and 
children is always very trying, and their utter lack of 
deference for their superiors and loud, coarse talk, are 
most repellent ; yet none need the softening, refining, 
influences of the gospel more than they. Amid re- 
peated interruptions and rude laughter, I labored to 
sow some seed. ‘Come, now; make the sign of the 
cross, and we shall know that you are a Christian !” 
said one. “Is it wrong to wear gold?” cried another, 
who asked me to give her.a Gospel, when I. pointed 
to her gaudy ear-rings and inquired if she could not 
spare twenty paras. “These are false,” she- replied ; 
“but you wear a brooch, and of what use are: those 
buttons on your cloak?” It needed quick wit and 
ready speech to secure ahearing. But here and there 
I found a rose among the thorns. Going forth with 
fear and trembling oftentimes, I have returned with 
glad heart, though faint and weary. In this way the 
seed is sown. What shall the harvest be? Pray for 
us! 


haps Iam onealso!”? And then, asking me if I ever 
_ preached, she said she would come to the mission- 
house to hear me, which she afterward did, with ten 
or more of the neighboring women. The father of 
this lady is a general in the Russian army, and other 
_ members of the family are in high position in Moscow. 
In her pleasant home I found an Armenian Bible, 
printed in 1827, and one of modern date. Thus the 
: seed is scattered. 
These are mere samples of the work of sowing the 
“seed of the kingdom” in this land. Almost every 
day brings some new phase of the work: now, a Gos- 
pel in Armenian or Turkish, sold to some man or lad 
in a lane or by-street, or cards and leaflets given to a 
group of school-children ; then, a few words of ear- 
nest conversation with young women or aged mothers 
passing by, and some suitable tracts given them to 
take home. 

One day I visited a Turkish house where the pleas- 
ant mistress asked fora Gospel. Both she and her 
daughter-in-law could read, and after receiving the 
“Tnjeel” in her own language, she said, “ Now come 
and preach to us!” Another time, hearing the hum 


ITEMS FROM SYRIA. 
FURNISHED BY DR. BLISS. 


In one city, out of 181 Scriptures that were sold, 
fifty-five passed into the hands. of Mohammedans ; in 
another, thirteen out of forty-eight. In a large town 
in Northern Syria, where we have a bookstore and 
reading-room, the man in charge has had some most 
delightful interviews with Moslems. This man, who 
is both bookseller and evangelist, is a person of 
marked ability and shrewdness in dealing with 
opposers. Becoming acquainted with a prominent 
Moslem sheik, educated at the great Mohammedan 
University in Cairo, and of great influence among his’ 
people as a preacher, this brother endeavored to 
impress upon his mind the duty of studying the Bible. 
He was assured that such study would be profitable in 
every way and in accordance with the Koran, which 
commends the reading of the Bible. ' 

The next day the sheik called at the store and asked 
for a copy of the Bible. ‘This was given him, together 

with “The History of Redemption” and ‘‘Guide to 
f voices, I entered a house where a Turkish mother, Inquirers.” After a while the bookseller ventured to 
with her babe in her arms, was teaching a school of ask if he had read the Bible, to which he promptly 
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replied, “ Yes; and I am much pleased withit.” “Do 
you think it a forgery?’ He said no, and added this 
remarkable testimony : “The Bible is not like other 
books, of which, when a person reads them once, he 
tires ; for however much one reads the Bible, he does 
not tire of it.” 

When it became known to other Moslem teachers 
that this leading man had obtained a Bible, they also 
desired the book, but were not ready to pay for it. 
The bookseller said to himself: “If they only read it, 
God will do what pleases him.” So he cast the bur- 
den on the Lord, and distributed among them twelve 
Bibles and two Testaments. 

These facts created no small stir throughout the 
town. Men of high degree set themselves to convert 
the bookseller to their religion. They brought for- 
ward a book published in India by one Rahmet Allah, 
in which the author makes disparaging statements 
in regard to the Bible—as a forgery throughout—and 
pronouncing the Apostle Paul the Great Deceiver. 
But the bookseller, nothing daunted, ventured to say: 
““Tf IT were a Moslem I would give an order for the 
burning of Rahmet Allah;’’? and when he was asked. 
why, he said: “Rahmet Allah opposes the Koran, 
which bears witness to the truth and authenticity of 
the Bible, and it is incumbent upon those who believe 
the Koran to at least respect the Bible; and if they do 
not accept it as the truth of God, they are devoid of 
faith. Whose word shall we accept?” continued the 
bookseller; ‘‘ Rahmet Allah’s, who says that the Bible 
is forged, or Mohammed’s, who says it is authentic, 
and who uses its language agaiust the Jews?” The 
discussion took various forms and continued with no 
little excitement, though no good answers were given 
to the argument of the bookseller. 

Thus there has been much conversation and discus- 
sion with the Moslems on these questions—in the 
reading-room, on the street, in their houses ; some- 
times with the learned, sometimes with the common 
people—whenever there was an opportunity. Some 
of these Moslems expressed a desire to visit the Mis- 
sion schools. We invited them to attend examina- 
tions, and they seemed much gratified with what they 
witnessed. 

Very various and encouraging are the items which 
come to us from time to time from the South and East, 
showing that not a few Moslems are reading the New 
Testament and being impressed by its.truths. A 
young Mohammedan girl, receiving only brutal, out- 
rageous treatment from her natural protectors, has 
been, by the word of God which we distribute, ena- 
bled to bear all in the Spirit of Christ, and is now a 
recognized daughter of the covenant, that holds her 
as yet safe in its strong Jehovic arms. Death, cruel 
and vindictive, may yet be her fate. Let prayer go 
up for her ! 


WORK IN SHANGHAI IN Marcu, 1886. 
BY MR. JAS. WARE. 


The sales by myself and one native helper for this 
month were 1,920 volumes. These were all sold on 
board steamers at night, and by far the greater part 
of them to students on their way to Peking for the 
annual examination. These students are from all the 
central and southern provinces, and represent many 


of the leading families of China. The manner in which 
they received the Scriptures was most pleasing. They 
would invite me into their rooms, and after a little 
talk would ask me to explain the titles of the books to 
them, and then would buy as many as they wanted 
for their particular circles, always paying me In large 
cash. 

Among the scholars were several from the Kwang- 
tung Province, and the reception I met with from them 
was as surprising as it was gratifying. The Canton 
literati are proverbially hostile to anything that bears 
the impress of Jesus; and yet the gentlemen repre- 
senting that class, with whom I came in contact on 
board the steamers, bought the Gospels because they 
contained Jesus’s doctrine. In some cases, those who 
did not buy made good-humored jokes at the expense 
of those who did, but I did not hear a bad word or 
even a joke directed at me by the Canton students. 
This may have been because they were confidently 
expecting to pass their examination with honors, and 
so felt good-humored toward every one they met with. 

But, in common with the students from the other 
provinces, they bought the Gospels cheerfully, and I 
have good reason to believe that many of the books 
will be read. Let us, therefore, pray that the word so 
readily received into their hands may find its way 
into their hearts, and, like the good seed, bring forth 
abundantly. 


AN INDEPENDENT WORKER. 


Dr. Gulick tells an incident which recalls the case 
of the man, in our Saviour’s day, who was found to be 
casting out devils though he did not follow the twelve 
disciples. One of his colporteurs in China met with 
a native who was busily engaged in circulating leaflets 
of his own composition, written by his own hand ; 
himself author, publisher, and distributer. Even 
without a printing-press, he was what Dr. Coe would 
call “a society in himself.” The incident is this: 

While on a Bible tour, our colporteur, Yiang, en- 
countered a man distributing manuscript tracts, and 
explaining them to passers-by. Being curious, he 
asked for a copy, and found that they consisted of a 
prayer and a hymn, addressed: ‘‘To the eternal. 
living and true God; the Lord of heaven; King of 
kings ; Ruler of all countries—of the nine great con- 
tinents ; Controller of life, death, and happiness; 
Searcher of men’s hearts; righteous Dispenser of 
rewards and punishments; of whose blessings and 
grace all men partake.” This was followed by an 
earnest prayer that God would forgive all his sins ;— 
forgive him that he had followed for so many years 
wicked spirits and useless idols, thus offending against _ 
the holy and true God. He thanks God for having 
let him find the true Saviour from sin, Jesus Christ, 
and so on, The whole was signed by the writer, 
Sung Ling-Yuen. On conversing with the man, Yiang 
discovered that up to the time of his conversion he 
had been a fortune-teller, and that one day, while 
about his unholy business, a copy of the Testament 
fell into his hands, which he read and finally studied, — 
till, wishing to know more of its wonderful teachings, — 
he was led to some missionaries who instructed him 
more fully. After the truth had dawned fully upo 
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. the truths of the gospel. 
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his soul, he felt that he must do something to spread 
the same truth among his countrymen ; and so, being 
a scholarly man, he wrote these leaflets and dis- 
tributed them himself. 


JAPANESE IN HAWAII. 

An interesting phase of Bible work is presented 
by the introduction of laborers from other lands to 
the Hawaiian Islands. For some years past large 
numbers of Gilbert Islanders have been employed 
there in agricultural pursuits, and now their places 
seem to be taken by Japanese. Zhe Friend, of 
Honolulu, announces the arrival at that port by 
steamship of 942 Japanese, including 230 women, 
and speaks of them as healthy and strong, and a 
valuable acquisition to the labor supply of the 
Islands. A large staft of physicians and interpreters 
accompanied them, quite a number of whom were 
professing Christians. Mr. Loomis’s report speaks of 
two previous shipments of 1,780 emigrants, and adds: 

These people have been selected from the best 
class of farmers, and will constitute an exceedingly 
interesting class for missionary effort. The Christians 
on the Islands have shown much interest in the 
spiritual welfare of this new accession to their popu- 
lation, and have taken steps to enlighten them as to 
One young man, sent out 
from Japan as a missionary to his people, is employed 
bya missionary agency on the Islands, with the aid 
of those who have the matter’ of emigration in 
charge. A night school has been established at 
Honolulu, and much is being done for the temporal 
and spiritual good of these people. A considerable 
supply of Scriptures has been ordered, and is to be 
used in the prosecution of the work. 


NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS. 


Mrs. Robertson still labors on in the work to 
which, with her husband, now deceased, she has 
devoted her life. Her chief work of late years has 
been translating into the Muskokee language the 
New Testament and other books. The translation 


of the New Testament was completed two years ago. 


Since that time, with the help of one or two inter- 
preters, she has finished two successive revisions of 
all that then remained unprinted. The various books 
of the New Testament, in pamphlet form, have been 
widely scattered, and Mrs. Robertson hopes soon to 
have the whole completed and bound together for 
distribution. What a noble work in which to spend 
the evening of one’s life! 

Mr. Ramsay, of the Seminole Mission, has just 
about completed the translation of the Book of 
Genesis into the Muskokee tongue, and it is expected 
that the Bible Society will publish it during the 


summer. This is the first attempt at translating any 


part of the Old Testament into Muskokee, and is 
doubly important from the fact that this language is 
common to the Seminoles and Creeks.— The Foreign 
Missionary. 


THE men and women who covet usefulness among 
the Indians must ¢horoughly learn their language and 
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tell them of the wonderful works of God in their own 
tongue. This was the method of Pentecost, the 
method of power. Not even apostles trusted any 
tongue but that in which their hearers were born. It 
is all very well to teach the Indians English. Use it 
as much as possible in efforts to instruct them in 
ordinary secular pursuits, but it is simply prepos- 
terous to ask 150,000 Indians to go around by the 
road of the English language on their way to heaven. 
A few will succeed, but half of them will be dead and 
buried before they could learn to read and under- 
stand, in King James’s version, a single chapter of 
the New Testament. No one will doubt this who has 
seen the foreheads, even of boys but half grown, 
covered with perspiration, and their faces written all 
over with distress, as they wrestled—like Laocoon in 
his coils—with the gigantic tasks of an English spell- 
ing-book.— The Foreign Missionary. 


—— 


THOUGH it may be written in destiny that the 
aboriginal languages are to wane and finally to dis- 
appear, yet for forty years and more there will be 
demand for men who can preach publicly in the 
Dakota, the Nez Perce, the Creek, and still longer 
for men who can use these and other dialects collo- 
quially; and for generations there will need to be 
ministers of Indian descent for people of the same 
origin.—Rev. -. P. Leavens, in The Foreign Mis- 
sionary. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEvADA.—During this tour (in 
Southern California) I have found pastors and people 
in full sympathy with the work of the American Bible 
Society and its auxiliaries, who have shown much 
courtesy toward your District Superintendent and 
have most heartily co-operated with him. You may 
be sure that my heart rejoices over such manifest love 
for the cause. 

I was at Pasadena last Sabbath, June 6th, and pre- 
sented the cause in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
taking a collection of $23 10. At 7:30 this morning I 
was on the train for Los Angeles, where at Io a.m. I 
met the city pastors at their monthly meeting, and 
pleaded with them to agree to take annual collections 
for the Southern California Bible Society, which by 
resolution they unanimously agreed todo. After the 
meeting Rev. Mr. Chichester took me by the hand 
and said, ‘‘1 am a warm friend of the American Bible | 
Society and its work ;” and while many warm friends 
of thé cause, since I came to this field, have passed to 
the other shore, yet others come to take their places 
who manifest equal love for the work of the American 
Bible Society and the auxiliaries on my field. 


ILLINOIS AND WESTERN InNpDrIANA.—The auxiliaries 
reporting this month are eight, to wit: Chicago and 
Elgin and Green, Macon, McLean, and Ogle Counties 
(Ill.), and St. Joseph County and Plainfield (Ind.) 
Bible Societies. These auxiliaries are, most of them, 
in good shape, and are doing a grand work. 

Chicago Bible Society held its forty-sixth anniver- 
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sary in the Third Presbyterian Church (Dr. Kit- 
tredge’s) on Sabbath evening, May 16th, T. B. Carter 
presiding. There was a large attendance and much 
interest manifested. The report showed that the 
eleventh canvass of the field was progressing favor- 
ably ; that over 30,000 visits had been made the past 
year in the prosecution of this work; that over I,100 
families had been found without a copy of the Bible, 
and that over four hundred had been supplied. An 
able and stirring address was delivered by Dr. D. H. 
Breed, pastor of the Church of the Covenant, on the 
“Enemies of the Bible,” after which a generous col- 
lection was taken up. The society is doing a grand 
work. 

McLean County Bible Society is doing its work very 
thoroughly, and has nearly completed the canvass of 
its entire field ; it aids the work elsewhere as well. 
An interesting anniversary was held in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church on Sabbath evening, May 9th. Rev. 
Dr. Bennett, pastor of the church, preached an able 
and appropriate sermon on the occasion. 

Ogle County Bible Society held its forty-first anni- 
versary on Thursday afternoon and evening, May 6th, 
at the Methodist Episcopal Church in Oregon. The 
reports were very good, showing no abatement in 
zeal and no lack of interest in the cause. Able and 
timely addresses were made by Rev. Mr. McDougall 
and Rev. Mr. Reaser, of Polo. The auxiliary made a 
generous donation to the Parent Society. 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The first twelve days 
of the month were spent in West Tennessee and 
Southwestern Kentucky, visiting the Dyer, Obion, 
Lauderdale, and Tipton County and Union City Aux- 
iliary Bible Societies, in West Tennessee; and the 
Graves and Muhlenburg County Auxiliary Societies, 
in Southwestern Kentucky—five of them on week-day 
evenings. The meetings were pleasant and profitable. 

In the afternoons of the two Sabbaths I visited two 
colored congregations, both of which made contribu- 
tions directly to the Parent Society. Many of the 
freedmen in my district are evidently beginning to 
appreciate what the American Bible Society has done 
for them in the past. 

The fourth Sunday I spent with the Walnut Street 
and Chestnut Street Methodist Churches, in Louis- 
ville, Ky. Both of these churches made liberal con- 
tributions to our auxiliary work in the city. During 
the week I visited a district conference in Kentucky. 

The fifth Sunday of the month I spent with my Bap- 
tist brethren, in Owenton and New Liberty, Owen 
County, Ky., preparatory to canvassing the county. 
The meeting was cordial and promising. 

- During the month the canvass of Davies and Mont- 
'gomery Counties, Ky., was finished. 


MICHIGAN AND WIScCoNSIN.—The first Sabbath of 
the month was spent at Wausan, Wis., for the purpose 
of reorganizing the Morathon County Bible Society, 
Although nearly, if not quite, a dozen years had passed 
since a public meeting had been held, the pastors and 
people were ready to respond. In the evening a 
union meeting was held in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. The audience was large and the interest 
encouraging. 

The second Sabbath of the month was the anniver- 
sary of Outagamie County Bible Society. The meet- 
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ing was large and enthusiastic. Addresses were made 
by the pastors of the Congregational and Methodist 
Churches, and by your District Superintendent. 

I take pleasure in stating that Milwaukee Bible 
Society has commenced the canvass of the city with 
energy, and that Wayne County Bible Society has 
received from the collections of the churches in De- 
troit nearly $1,100 toward canvassing that city. While 
there is much to depress, yet there is much to encour- 
age your District Superintendent. 


Missouri.—I was in Louisiana, Mo., on the first 
Sabbath in May. For over forty years an auxiliary 
has existed here, with more or less life, but it has 
never canvassed the county. Since 1880, by special 
request, the Parent Society has made a full canvass, 
having visited over 5,000 families and finding 500 
without a Bible, and distributing among them, by sale 
or gift, copies of Scripture valued at $900. At the 
recent anniversary five congregations filled the large 
church, and gave our Society a warm vote of thanks 
for its work in the county. ‘ 

My third Sabbath was passed in Savannah, Andrew 
County, over 300 miles from St. Louis. Now and 
then, during the past thirty years, the auxiliary here 
has had a vigorous home life. Bible meetings have 
been crowded, collections fair, and sales very good ; 
but it remained for the Parent Society to put the Bible 
into all the destitute families in the county, especially 
since the decay of the town. Since 1880 a full canvass 
has been made and a large destitution found, which 
was supplied, by sale or gift, with Bibles valued at 
$687. These facts were stated at the recent Bible 
meeting, and the several pastors and friends were 
glad to have the auxiliary reorganized. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND Wyominc. — During 
the past month I have been away from home twenty- 
nine days, travelled 1,960 miles, and visited nine aux- 
iliaries, viz.: Adams, Butler, Polk, and Seward Coun- 
ties, Valparaiso and Vicinity, Yutan and Vicinity, Mil- 
ford and Vicinity, Lyons and Vicinity, and Ashland 
and Vicinity. I have organized one new auxiliary— 
Burchard and Vicinity. This work has all been done 
in Nebraska. 

I have delivered twelve sermons and addresses for 
the Bible cause, written 119 letters, and attended one 
ecclesiastical gathering. The month has been a very 
bas one, and, I trust, as fruitful as it has been 

usy. 


OHIO AND EASTERN INDIANA.—On May 2d the 
De Kalb County Auxiliary, Ind., held its meeting, 
having just completed a most excellent canvass by 
Agent C. P. Goss, who visited 4,332 families, finding 
311 destitute and supplying 270.- The meeting filled 
the large Presbyterian Church at Auburn, and was 
addressed by Agent Goss and your District Superin- 
tendent. 

On the 9th I met the Allen County Bible Society, 


Ind., at its anniversary in the new and spacious First 


Presbyterian Church at Fort Wayne. The audience 
filled the house and listened attentively to addresses 
by pastors and your District Superintendent. 

I also visited the Congregational Association of 
Ohio, at Painesville, and urged a more hearty co-op- 
eration with us in our good work. I was cordially 
received. 


4 
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OREGON AND WASHINGTON TeRRITORY.—During 
the month I have travelled over 1,200 miles in super- 
intending the Bible work in this district. I visited 
Seattle, W. T., early in the month, to arrange for the 
canvass of the northwest part of the Territory. Rev. 
G. A. Henry, of Olympia, is now at work for the Soci- 
ety in Mason County. 

The first Sabbath of the month was given to Wood- 
burn, in Marion County, Ore. I held two services 
there, morning and evening, in the interests of the 
Bible work. On the evening of the second Sabbath I 
preached in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Salem. 

Sunday, the 23d, was spent pleasantly at Ashland, 
in Southern Oregon. I preached in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the morning. The annual meet- 
ing of the Ashland and Vicinity Bible Society was held 
in the evening of the same day in that church, the 
other churches of the place uniting in the services. 
Addresses were made by Rev. Mr. Russel, of the Bap- 
tist Church, Rev. Mr. Milligan, of the Presbyterian 
Church, and your District Superintendent. 

Considering the hard times, both the sales and col- 
lections in Southern Oregon for the year have been 
goed. 


WEstT ViRGINIA.—The first Sabbath of the month 
was spent at Cameron, which always does well, con- 
sidering its limited population and means. It sur- 
passed the preceding year. 

The second Sabbath I was at Morgantown, the seat 
of our State University. It is an old-time Bible com- 
munity. No town of its population and means ex- 
ceeds it in a liberal response to our cause. 

The society here not only forwarded in May $66 24, 
but at its annual meeting, voted unanimously to 
donate $250 to the Parent Society, which with a 
similar donation two or three years since, makes $4o0. 
This is the banner town, in that respect, in West 
Virginia. 


MARYLAND BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The fifty-third annual meeting was held in Balti- 
more, April 22d, 1886. Six colporteurs were employed 
during the yearin as many counties, and in Baltimore. 

_ The total issues for the year were 23,339, of which 
_ 12,678 were Bibles ; of these issues, 14,342 were sold, 
and 8,979 given away. The receipts from sales were 
_ $6,352 95; from other sources, $8,073 61. To the 
_ American Bible Society $5,369 were paid for books, 
and $2,000 as a donation. 


MASSACHUSETTS BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The seventy-seventh annual meeting was held in 
Boston, May 24th. In a letter expressing his regret 
that he could not be present to preside at that time, 
the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop said: “Every year 
adds to my conviction that the general cause, in the 
advancement of which our society is one of the 
auxiliary instruments, is above all other causes ; and 
‘that peace, order, good government, and the best 
welfare of the people, must look to the word of 
God for their only infallible sanction and support. 
Even the conflicts between labor and capital can find 
no permanent reconciliation and solution, except in 
a wider observance of the great commandment, 
‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’”’ ; 
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On motion of the Rev. E. F. Slafter, the board of 
trustees voted to remit $5,000 to the American Bible 
Society as a donation. 

The issues from the depository during the year 
were 31,800, of which only 644 were in foreign 
tongues. The gratuitous issues were 8,845. The 
town of Hatfield, in Hampshire County, was can- 
vassed, and a colporteur employed among the 
French in Fall River. 


WES LCHESDTER CO, BIBLE SOCIETY, Nas ve 


A circular issued by the secretary, Rev. W. J. 
Cumming, reviews the work of this valued auxiliary 
society for a period of years. Its receipts in 1883, ’84, 
and ’85 amounted to $4,082 26, of which there were 
paid to the American Bible Society for Bibles $800, 
and for donations $2,700, the expenses for canvassing 
and for incidentals amounting to only $546 97. Sub- 
sequent remittances have been made of $200 for 
books and $1,200 as a donation. 


ECCLESIASTICAL ACTION. 

The Oregon Synod of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, in session at McMinnville, Ore., June 4th, 
adopted the following: 

Appreciating the noble and disinterested efforts of 
this Society, in its endeavors to place the word of God 
in all the destitute homes in our land, as well as in 
foreign lands; and realizing the fact that there are 
hundreds of families in-yyour own bounds that do not 
possess this inestimable boon, therefore we would 
recommend that all your ministers and Christian 
members heartily co-operate with the American Bible 
Society in its noble endeavors to supply the destitute 
homes with the word of God ; and that each minister 
be requested to preach a sermon upon its history and 
work during the seventy years of its existence, and 
urge its claims upon their people. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


EFFECTIVE EVANGELIZING AGENCIES. 
BY REV. E. B. COE, D.D. 


It is a slow and laborious way to publish the 
gospel to every creature, but it is the only way. The 
Church of Christ must face the fact as it is presented, 
even in the communities where its influence is strong- 
est. There are multitudes who will never come to 
it, and it must therefore go to them. It cannot bring 


' them together to listen to its teaching, and it must 
therefore go and teach them one by one. Only thus 


is the evangelization of any great city possible, and 
only thus can the gospel of Christ be thoroughly 
made known throughout the country. Churches may 
be multiplied till every family in the land has its 
separate pew, and the present necessity will hardly 
be diminished for faithful and devoted men who shall 
go from house to house, from room to room, every- 
where declaring the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
He is not doing most for the advancement of God’s 
kingdom in the world who preaches with the greatest 
power to the largest congregations, but he who with 
undaunted and unwearied soul goes up and down. 
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through city street or along steep and lonely mount- 
ain road, telling the story of Jesus Christ and him 
crucified, and persuading men one by one to begin a 
new life by becoming his disciples. So it was that 
Christianity conquered at first the Roman world, and 
so only it is that it will conquer the present and the 
future generations. No associated labor can ever 
supersede this patient, personal endeavor to carry 
the tidings of God’s redeeming grace to every soul 
for which Christ died. 

And yet how hopeless it seems! How hopeless, 
one may say, it would be but for one great instru- 
mentality which in our times the providence of God 
has placed in the hands of the minister of the gospel, 
of the missionary, of every one who seeks to win 
others to Christ. 

Everywhere the living preacher cannot go. There 
are regions inaccessible to him. There are doors that 
are closed against him. And even where he gains a 
hearing he cannot tarry; he must utter his message 
and pass on. But the printed word goes everywhere. 
The Bible, the tract, the simple volume in which the 
essential truth of the gospel is stated, illustrated, 
explained, pressed home upon the conscience and the 
heart—there are hardly any barriers which it cannot 
overleap, hardly any hands into which it may not 
fall. It speaks every language. It travels into every 
land. It remains when the missionary has gone his 
way. It awaits its time. It is always ready with its 
word of admonition or reproof or instruction or en- 
couragement at the moment when that word is 
needed and is able to make its deepest impression. 
It is passed from hand to hand and thus bears fruit, 
sometimes a hundredfold. It provokes no hot 
opposition and makes no angry or foolish reply ; but 
it calmly repeats its solemn and tender message as 
often as the eye falls on its unchanging, appealing 
page. 

A single man with a printing-press at his command 
is a society in himself. And the power of those who 
have at heart the promotion of any cause whatever 
is incalculably augmented by this amazing instru- 
' mentality. It is no wonder that the church, ifit did 
not invent it, was the first to make use of it. And 
the Protestant Reformation largely owed its success 
to the aid of the new art which it brought into its 
service. It is needless to remind you of that which 
we all owe to the religious literature existing in such 
abundance around us. The point which I urge is, 
that without the aid of this great means of preaching 
the gospel to those who are ignorant of it, the work 
of evangelizing the world would appear almost hope- 
less. We might well despair of reaching with the 
living voice the myriads who are perishing in dark- 
ness and sin. But by the printed page the power of 
every laborer for Christ is indefinitely multiplied. 
“The little one becomes a thousand,” and the seed 
scattered in weakness by the hand of a child may 
spring up into a mighty harvest, gladdening both 
earth and heaven.— The Ilustrated Christian Weekly. 


THE ADAPTATIONS OF THE BIBLE. 


The adaptations of the Bible, indeed, are every 
way remarkable. It is suited to all the great depart- 
ments of our being. It meets the demands, alike of 


the intellect, the heart, and the conscience. It is a 
mirror, to show us what we are. It is a touchstone, 
to try whatever tempts us. It is a compass, to guide 
us through all mazes. There is no possible condition 
or turn of life in which it will fail us. It has ever 
a lesson for prosperity; it has ,ever a solace for 
adversity. Like the sunlight, it is 
“No lingerer in a monarch’s hall.” 

It is for every stage of life. While gray hairs rev- 
erence it, and manhood, in its prime, rejoices in its 
light, it has a charm for the heart of lisping child- 
hood. It meets all capacities. Well is it said by 
Horsley, “The Bible contains the highest philosophy 
adapted to the lowest apprehensions.’ Better still 
by one of the old fathers, “While it has depths in 
which an elephant may swim, it has shallows which a 
lamb may ford.” As the eye both of the savant and 
the peasant rests with delight on the over-arching 
firmament, so is it with the firmament of divine truth. 
The Bible, let me add, is a world-book, so made by 
him who made the world. It is suited alike to the 
frigid north and to the fiery south; to the sluggish, 
dreamy, conservative orient, and to the active, 
practical, progressive occident. Think of the various 
nationalities that will this very day be more or less 
attracted to its pages. It will be read by the medi- 
tative German and the mercurial Frenchman ; by the 
grave Castilian and the hardy Scandinavian; by the 
vivacious Italian and the home-loving, self-reliant 
Swiss; by the versatile Greek, the diligent and 
thrifty Hollander, and the rude and sturdy Russian ; 
by the impulsive son of Erin, the keen, unbending 
Scot, the ardent Welchman, the reserved and self- 
poised Englishman. In the wigwam of the American 
Indian it will be conned, and in the kraal of the 
Hottentot; on the mountains of Kurdistan and on 
the banks of the Ganges; hard by the minarets of 
Constantinople and the idol shrines of the Celestial 


‘Empire; amid the icecliffs of Greenland and on 


many an isle of the broad Pacific. Among some of 
these nationalities, indeed, it is just beginning to be 
read. But it is as evidently for every one of them as 
the common air and the common sunlight. It is not 
barely a human book, it is profoundly and intensely 
human. It transcends, in the perfectness of its 
adaptation, all other books. As its crowning felicity, 
it meets the wants of our nature, not only as mortal 
but as immortal. Itis a book for time not merely, 
but in its teachings, its provisions, and its helps, it is 
a book for eternity.—Dr. A. D. Smith. 


CANON WESTCOTT. 
(Correspondence of the New York Observer.] 


During the month of May the British and Foreign 
Bible Society engages some minister of distinction to 
advocate its claims in some important place of worship 
in London. This year the sermon was preached in 
Westminster Abbey by the Rev. Canon Westcott, 
whose labors to secure the best text of the Greek New ~ 
Testament, in conjunction with the Rev. Dr. Hort, 
are well known and deservedly appreciated. West- 
cott’s commentary on the Gospel of John has won — 
pre-eminent distinction for its masterly criticism anc 
profound spirituality of feeling. His other works on — 
parts of the New Testament, and his life of consecra- 
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ted learning and labor, rendered his advocacy of the 
Bible society a very ‘suit able and seemly piece of 
Christian effort. It was an impressive sight to see 
this excellent man in the pulpit of Westminster Abbey, 
where, after the liturgical service, in which the voice 
of prayer and praise seemed to echo from the lofty 
arches of that solemn temple, and the august forms of 
generals, judges, poets, statesmen, and monarchs 
seemed to wear an aspect of conscious approval, the 
Canon preached a sermon marked by spiritual fervor 
and weighty argument, and concluded with an ener- 
getic appeal. His opening observations tended to 
show what the world would have been without a 
Bible; and that if the “Father of lights” had not 
shone upon us with beams of gracious revelation, the 
history of the race would have been a dismal scene of 
ignorance, barbarism, and vanity. He then dwelt on 
the glorious possibilities which the Bible supplied for 
this life and for that which is to come. 


—o 


A TRUE STORY ABOUT A BIBLE. 


There was a little boy who wanted a Bible very 
much indeed—wanted it more than anything else he 
could think of. But he was a poor boy, and could 
not afford to buy one; for he lived a good many years 
ago, when Bibles cost more than they do now. 

One day two strange gentlemen came to his house 
and asked his mother for something to eat. Although 
she had only plain food, she gave them a welcome to 
what she had. As they ate, they saw that the little 
boy looked sad. They asked him what he wanted, 
and he told them a Bible. : 

His mother said: “ Never mind. Don’t fret about 
that. I'll take you to see General Washington-next 
week.” 

“But I’d rather have a Bible than go to see General 
Washington,” the boy said. 

One of the gentlemen seemed much pleased with 
this, and told him he hoped he would always be as 
fond of the Bible. 

_ The next day the little boy received a beautiful 
Bible, and on the fly-leaf was written, ‘‘ From George 
Washington.” 

The little boy did not know it, but he had been 
talking to General Washington himseif the day be- 

Our Little People. 


the Friend of Missions in Japan tells the following 
interesting story of a lady who went into a cake-shop 
to buy some cakes for her children: 

While waiting for the cakes she saw that the walls 
were papered with leaves from the Bible. This was 
so strange that she asked the old woman about it, 
and she told the lady that one day, passing by a book= 
shop, she saw a pile of papers thrown away as useless. 
As her shop needed papering, she thought this was 
just the thing, and took some of it home and pasted 
it up over her walls. One evening her grandson came 
in and began reading aloud from the paper on the 
wall. The old woman was so interested in what she 
heard, that she listened eagerly and got all who would 
to read it to her. One day a young man came who 
asked if she understood it, and whether she was a 
Christian. She told him how much she enjoyed 
hearing it, but she did not understand it much, so he 


; 
. PAPERING WITH THE BrisLE.—A correspondent of 
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promised to take her to church the next day. After 
this she attended regularly, and became an earnest 
Christian. She now keeps a stock of tracts by her, 
and into every bag of little cakes she drops one. Is 
not this encouraging? All that good came out of 
leaves of the Bible ¢hrown away, which were con- 
sidered of no use.—Mission Dayspring. 


GRANDMOTHER READING THE 


Hush, little feet! go softly 
Over the echoing floor, 
xyrandmother’s reading the Bible 
There by the open door. 
All of its pages are dearer still, 
Now she is almost down the hiil. 


BIBLE. 


The golden Summer sunshine 
Round her is gently shed, 
Gold and silver together 
Crowning her bending head, 
While she follows where saints have trod, 
Reading the blessed book of God. 


trandmother’s past the morning, 
Past the noonday sun, 
And she is reading and resting 
After her work is done; 
Now in the quiet Autumn eves 
She has only to bind her sheaves. 


Almost through with trial, 
Almost done with care 
And the discipline of sorrow 
Hallowed by trust and prayer, 
Waiting to lay her armor down, 
To go up higher and take the crown. 


No little feet to follow 
Over this weary road, 
No little hand to lighten 
Of many a weary load; 
Children standing in honored prime 
Bless her now in her evening time. 


Grandmother has closed the volume, 
And by her saintly look, 
Peace I know she has gathered 
Out of the sacred Book; 
Maybe she catches through that door 
Glimpses of heaven’s eternal shore. 
—Christian Weekly. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, July tst, 
1886, Wm. H. Crosby, Esq., Vice-President, in the 
chair. . 

Devotional services were conducted by Secretary 
Gilman. 

Grants of boaks to the value of $7,600 were made 
for colportage work and for distribution at home and 
abroad, upon the recommendation of the Committee 
on Distribution. 

Among the letters from foreign lands presented for : 
the consideration and action of the Board and its 
Committees, were communications from China re- 
specting the Easy Wenli version, with a specimen 
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of the tentative edition of the Gospel of Matthew, 
reproduced from the Mandarin, by Dr. Blodget and 
Bishop Burdon, and printed for examination and 
comparison; from Mr. Milne, with further accounts 
of the distribution of the Scriptures in the United 
States of Colombia; from Dr. Bliss, with copies of 
correspondence with the Mission Press at Beirut, 
indicating their ability and readiness to print and 
issue all the Arabic Scriptures which may be called 
for; from Rev. J. W. Baird, in behalf of the European 
Turkey Mission of the American Board ; from Rev. 
H. Bingham, whose version of books of the Old 
Testament for Gilbert Islanders is about to be 
printed at Honolulu; from the Evangelical Com- 
mittee of the Waldensian Church, with thanks for 
funds; and from the Editorial Secretary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, expressing a 
desire for active co-operation inthe production of 
a new version of the Scriptures for Spanish-speaking 
people. 

One society in Iowa was recognized as auxiliary. 

The number of colporteurs reported to be now at 
work is 112. 

The receipts in June were $40,152 32; issues from 
the Bible House in June, 103,801 volumes. 

Total receipts since April 1st, $109,228 85; issues 
since April rst, 296,803 volumes. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1886. 

The Seventieth Annual Report of the American 
Bible Society is now ready for distribution. A copy 
will be sent to any applicant on receipt of five cents 
for postage. 


Rev. Henry Shedd, Mt. Gilead, Ohio. 
Henrietta A. Lenox, New York. 

Rev. D. Powers, Abing'ton, Mass. 
Frederick P. Bissell, M.D., Norwalk, Conn. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Purviance, Covington, Ohio. 
Abram J. Mesick, Claverack, N. Y. 

James H. H. Parke, Whitehall, N. ne 
William Gould, Albany, N. Y. 

Mrs. Joel Squire, Chatham Centre, N. Y. 
Andrew Low, Leamington, England. 
Daniel Simmons, Durham, N. Y. 

Mrs. M. D. Lockwood, Binghamton, N. Y. 
Mrs. Mary E. Sleeper, Roadstown, N. J. 


ana 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of May, 1886. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 18 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited.........-..-- weies 128 
Anniversaries attended... - «.- s-cais smn os els\siniels Sn-«siele ers 61 
New Societies and Committees formed..............- 8 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 193 
Letters sents. <0. .:geeh bs ind. de Be hee ae 1,727 
Miles travelled on official duty.......5.....-s2sceeeees 28,799 


Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,827 82 


++ 


Summary of Bible Distribution in May, by 78 
Colporteurs and 19 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs. Co. Ag’ts. 


Daysiol Service aso.s- ences seers aes eee 1,536 487 
Miles: traveled cnc. sete ca cose cine a ale aepicietalela 19,145 4,365 
Families visited by them..................0 22,215 10,060 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures 3,374 1,482 
Families supplied by sale or gift............ 2,598 897 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,291 516 
Number of books sold 1,595 
Valve ofbooks[s0ldr0e. Susser aoe ¢ $641 07 
Number of books distributed perpen 2,717 852 
Value of books distributed gratuitously. . $716 14 - $218 03 
Contributions received.........-.....-..---- $419 62 $525 59 


Summary of 48 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in June, 1886. 


Hartnell, Mrs. 8., Wichita, Ks........ 18000 . Clark, Timothy E., late of La Crosse 


Moore, John §., Bennettsville, 8. C.. 30 * (Cou Wisner ie 


Parsons, W. E., Grand Forks, Dak.... 100 Rochester; Ne View. ssssscsssevamerenes | alig9) 


Neving, Rev. Elbert, Stuyvesant, N.Y. -60.00 Champion, Aristarchus, late of 7/4 Bayou, Meth. Wp. Oh. South..... 


Receipts from sales in twelve months..... sebeitioweies $2,863 28 
5 , «7H Receipts from collections and donations.........-.., 2,066 92 \ 
Society Recognized as Auxiliary, July, 1886. Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 2,690 23 
. With Name and Post Ofice Address of Corresponding Secretary. Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 1,106 25 
4 Expended on their own fields................. Jac kocdeer Maniaoss 
What Ch ish » He 
Cheer B. 8., Iowa, C. E. Brainard, What Cheer. Viahie: Of DOORS MODALCG aniscwe tae ve caw mink Kane quale aeaee "533 07 
Value of stock on hand at date....................0005 5,939 37 
Deceased Members. No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 9 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 9 
Rev. George Waters, D.D., Orange, N. J. Fansilies wisitedsby then... csssiascus caetaecawnis eo 6,442 
Rey. Joseph Mosser, Salem, Th. Families found destitute........... & dite wifes eeeaieciee 5 838 
Evan Evans, South Bend, Minn. Destitute families supplied............... ccc cece ee sxe 7166 
Rey. Samuel Steele, D.D., Buckhannon, W. Va. Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 330 
Henry Onderdonk, Jr., Jamaica, N. Y. Sabbath and other schools supplied............ See 4 
RECEIPTS IN JUNE, 18 86, Pedro, Joseph H., New York.......... $1 00 Cochran, Betsey R., late of Plymouth, 
Parson, William F., Salisbury,"N. H.. 5 00 IN Eitin tetera aes ae reese weivecie (SOG5L00) 
Reid, C. M. & Co., Washington, D, C, 12 Crow, John R,. ‘Tate of Berkley Co. 
Py oe Ses bys mani ree Raymond, J. W., Bismarck, Dak...... 5 00 Wine fseee ce ee vee 2340 
Radnpncd ow Vea, Cheeses ae a Sheppard, Charles C.,Penn Yan,N.Y. 10000 | Devoo, W. L., late of New York...... 750 00 
“i Spanke een piety se 10 Tarbet, Mrs. Emma H., Alton, Ill..... 8000 Earnest, George, Jate of Baltimore, 
: ee PUeI ie : : - oe Mrs. M. B., Ainsworth, Neb... 5 00 Min ese sielosis tye usneach meow vsesse 150.00 
sie fi tieio.ecaleie\sin‘aieieroia\e wo Young Ladies, Orchard, Neb.... 500 Harris, Dr. Charle ‘ ¥ 
pen Aes, Poise pales 8) 0) ‘Titus, 8. 8., Grand Forks, Dabicicsee Oa ss pst MM Beate. dee a? 7,500 00 
; ‘ Cae Socom H 
Gos: Chatles B., st tonlaane. bated Williams, Asahel, Gilbertyille, N.Y... 10000 Henry, Samuel, late of “Medina, Ohio 272 2 
Contribution from a boy in U. 8. Zad ; ae 
tinoasncuing Avente er ke oe Zadock & Jemima Rogers Fund...... 500 00 $12,067 61 
Collection at Fargo, Dak............. , 6 90 CHURCH COLLECTIONS, 
Collections by Colporteurs........... 419 62 LEGACIES. - ee ALABAMA 
ye cal oe Cairn rience Heer ee ode late of New York... $400 00 Birmingham, Wesley Chapel......:... 
‘9 Gre Py y endo’ ulloe a ni Lf 
_ Gates, E. P., Grand Forks, Dak.,..... 10 00 Mass..... ¥ ‘ Mees : i a sasestioes 2,000 00 ; o a eo Me x 


Arkansas Conference, M. E. Ch... 


late of Independence Co., Sabbath School... 
Little Rock Conf.M. E.Ch. (additional) 


_ Alcorn Co., Miss......... 


July, 1886. 


CONNECTICUT. 
Canaan and Ashley Charge, M.E.Ch. 
New London, First Church of Christ. 
Talcottville, Pres. Ch 
DAKOTA. 
Dakota Meth, Ep. Mission Conf 
INDIANA. 
Bloomington, Reformed Pres. Ch..... 
KANSAS. 
S. W. Kansas Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch..... 
KENTUCKY. 
Mayfield, St. James African M.E. Ch. 
LOUISIANA. 
Carondelet, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 
MINNESOTA. 
West Union, Swedish Ch............... 
Currant Lake, = 
Moorhead, 6 
Moer’s Prairie, “ 
MAINE. 
Cong. Ch. & Society 
MISSOURI. 
Bloomfield, Meth. Ep. Ch.............. 
Fredericktown, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 
Marshall, Churches of................ 
Missouri Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 
St. Louis Conf. M. E. Ch, (additional) 
NEW YORK. 
Cooperstown, Meth. Ep. Ch............ 
Barrytown, Church of St. John the 
PRTG hi is Grin te sews vale Ch etinee 
Flushing, Cong. Ch 
Margaretvilie, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 
Penn Yan, First Pres. Ch............. 
Middlefield Centre, Pres. Ch........... 
Staatsburgh, St. Margaret’s P. E. Ch. 
PPA. COON. OR... ss/s60vnecuernee ein 
OHIO. 
Concord Circuit, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 
Sandusky District, Meth. Ep. Ch...... 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Houtzdale, Meth. Ep. Ch............008 
Edinburg, Meth. Ep. Ch............... 
Woodbury and Pattonville Charge, 
MS RS POD OM icc deise sales «cis ewsciness ss 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Yarmouth, First C 


Coosaw, Brown's Chapel............. . 
_ TENNESSEE. 
Dyersburg, Colored Meth. Ep. Ch. in 
eee F 
’ WISCONSIN. 


Wisconsin Conf., Evang. Association 

Genesee, Cond. Ch... 02... eceteescscese 
WEST VIRGINIA. 

Salem, (fon a La) SS ee ee eee 


co 
or 
Co 


$485 54 


AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM 
BOOKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 


Cross, J. N., Templeton, Dak......... 
China Agency, China 
Caldwell, Rev. M. E., Bogota, U.S. C. 
Dunton, L. M., Orangeburg, s.Cc 
Funk, Mrs. C.S. A., Fort Howard, Wis. 
Hawaiian Evangelical Association, 

Honolulu, Sand. Isl...... ee aa 
Memphis & Shelby Co. B.S., Tenn.... 
Pres. Board’s Mission, Lodiana, India 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
Credited 


‘ 


$2 25 
42 25 
10 35 
25 50 
10 20 


449 20 
250 00 
1,500 00 


$2,289 55 


Credited 


as Donation. on Account, 


Anderson Co., 8. C...... Gives 


_ Ashley Co., Ark...... vs 


ane eeee 


Andrew Co., Mo....... 


Adams Co., Neb.... 
Antelope Co., Neb........ 
Ashland & Vicinity, Neb.... 
eae COs, Nic Dias sharin «1 oareies 


$12 91 


. 


BrsLE Society REcorpD. 


Credited 


Credited 


as Donation, on Account. 


Braxton Co., W. Va......000- 
Butler: GOS NODiswvderess cess 
Burchard & Vicinity, Neb... 
Becker Co., Minni.....ssc00- 
Bismarck, Dak.. 
Bek adle Co.,, 
Barnesville & Vicinity, Ohio 
Brooklyn City, N. Y......... 
Colbert CO%; AlASs awe veces 
COED MCL yc ccetes ses sie 8c 
eacaree wo 


Columbia, 8 oC. 
Cole Co., ae 
Concordia, 

Cameron & ene oehi WwW Va a. 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, O. 
GAWC Oc. Meters auicsakcssducete 
Cowley Co., Ks 
GARE Gy WR Gocisas cessed tes 
Glay Coy Minn. cassie ce. ne ce 
Crawford Bible Com., Texas 
Cumberland Co., N.d........ 


Dyer-Co., LOUD sj\aencieesiss sic. 
Dodge Co., Neb 


Eatonton, Ga 
Freeborn Co., Minn.......... 
PWbOn COBB... cbiciceriwstsiys 
Galva, diss cen apices wacsiacts 
Greene Co., Ala... ccc.ces 
Greenup Co., Ky.........006- 
Grand Forks Co., Dak....... 
Grafton; Dak.?. s...55...0006 
Guthrie Co., Iowa............ 
Gnadenhutten, Ohio......... 
Gibson Gos, Lenn. .5...06 50000 
Hope & Vicinity, Ark........ 
Hancock C5; Gaines... .000 
Harrison Co., Texas...... eek 


Hennepin Co., Minn......... A 


Highland Co.,Ohto-...:.... 
Hancock Co., Wlvoscccescae sje 


Jefferson Co., Ark.. 
Johnson Co., Ark... 
Jefferson Co., Ala... 
James River, Dak............ 
Johnson Co., lowa........... 
Knoxville, TEN. vcseva cee ce 
Kenosha County, Wis....... 
FERTIO COs, Lil. coemiiest siege ss 
Kendallville & Vicinity, Ind. 
Louisville & Vicinity, Ky.. 

LitifTe Osage, MO...0..2. 0.006 
Tie COs Rae eevee nes 
Lauderdale Co., Tenn....... 
Ligonier & Vicinity, Ind.... 
Lyons & Vicinity, Neb...... 
Lauderdale Co., Ala......... 
Long Island, N. Y...... feese 
Lewis Co. Welsh, N. Y. 
Larimore, Dak... 
Marathon Co., Wis......... ‘ 
Muskegon Co., Mich........ az 
Matioon ls jaccctetiieisisiacislseiais 
Mecklenburg Co., N.C...... 
Monroe COs ArKiscscmac.acs 
Meigs Co. (West), Ohio...... 
Macon, Ga.. 


ween ee ee eeeee 


Peete eee ee neee 


Mitchell Co., Ind......... kis 
Monongalia Co., W. Va..... 
Montebello, Ill.............. 


Marion Co., W. Va........+. 


‘Milford & Vicinity, Neb.. agit 


Mercer Co., N. Jd.........0006 
Morris CO, Ne Dacemes octeee 
Morrow Co., Ohio...........+ 


+ MorganCo., (nde. ..t it. scuk 


Mandan, (Dakin s.cedesssacases 
Marshall & Kittson Co’s, 


‘Milam Co., Texa8.......4.+++ 


60 00 


$12 84 
87 21 
26 50 


B2 44 


90 9 
28 ¢ 


159 00 


40 00. 


757 
62 35 
11 50 
80 00 

850 00 


WE AU 


Credited Credited 
as Donation, on Account, 


MBIRO Cea acta teats eres $1,000 00 
VaSsaU COs, Bla... wvcesseves 3 40 
New Bedford, Mass.......... 54 50 
Outagamie Co., Wis.......+. 11 08 
Oconto Bible Com’tee, Wis. 10 91 
OPERONS hater ouroeus denemones 144 80 
Oneida Co., érip 400 00 
OxPONGH Alaa ete cureniccienne AG 25 
Obion County, Tenn......... 24 10 
Phillipa OO, ArKeisicceeccs. 12 96 
PMNCoOtONns Ne Tis. voaistiwaesnve 100 00 
PUKE COS MGiw diss: cet sasacle 6 18 
Pattersonville, Iowa........ 48 60 
Postville, lowa..:.......00008 10 00 
BOLUSCOVMN ers tinesineeanact 17 45 27:70 
Peoria Cosy Mss vie sole ateists'eais 52 24 
jelophics Okey bbakaley ernie cercboce 9 00 23 15 
IPORNSYLV ANIA, 6.2;615 s10.0.s,0'7 sas sf 2,049 14 
RADIO FWie! Vials cteistels viaipis'sie bore 12 06 
Roane.Co,, TenN.:..c.cs0.0- 84 00 
Rockland Co., N. Yiwse.s.00e 291 20 42 71 
Rock Island Co., Ill.......... 150 00 
Sullivan Co., N. Y..... Bre 85 00 
Sb OES VEO) cinjcisinaiereisisssielei= 315 50 00 
Seward Co., Neb. 48 68 
St. Johns Co., Fla... 16 50 
Shelby Co., Iowa.... 260 25 88 
Steuben Co., Ind............4 9 25 
Sanford Bible Com’tee, Fla. 47 81 
Southern Pottawatomie & 

Northern Wabaunsee Co., 

KIS. i crmaea sc aeetaietsainerets 12 00 
Tipton Co., Tenn. 82 6 
Tuscaloosa, Ala...... Sen 1 50 
Trafll Co:, Dak..... ....cesss 59 00 
Taylor Bible Com’tee, Texas 25 10 
Texarkana, Ark 84 00 
Union Co., N. J... 50 06 
Union Co., Miss... rat 25 00 
Union City, Tenn..........++ £5 00 
Valparaiso, Neb.......00-.+.- 16 75 
VETMOD Ge. 6055 esis ee é 80 00 
Wireinian cc. cs cahewe "83 84 
Wayne Co., Mich.... 15 00 
Woodford Co., Ky 8 22 
Winnebago Co.,, Ill.......... 16) 94 
Williamson Co., Tenn....... 8 70 
Washington City, D.C. 90 00 
Wabash Co., Ind..... 15 00 
Warren Co., Tenn..:.. 06... 17 40 20 10 
Yankton Co., Dak........%.. 9 98 


$1,164 41 10,487 98 
OTHER SOURCES, FOR SALES. 


China Agency, China............+e0+- 1,107 86 
Cuba Agency, Cuba..........eseeeeeees 41 45 
Hawaiian Evangelical Association, 
Honolulu, Sand. Islands..... Norcia . 821 85 
Kansas Central Agenty, Ks.......... 5 75 
Savage, Rev. Geo.S., Dist.Supt., Ky.. 151 29 
Vernor, Rey. W.H., “ SC Ark, 16 (7 
Wiley, Rev. C. H., i SNCs. 8% 
Wright, Rey. E.; — ee VEPs Mor. 2 00 
$1,700 72 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Retail Sales....... $2,145 35 
Sales by Colporteur 8,528 28 
Trade Sales...........+ wee geseewd 14898 
Record Subscriptions. Mave alate sed siaisteia eter 1 40° 
TOMES waaeeulecteeses ceases 2,770 96 
HUNATICB. cde esses wagigants 640 80 
$10,205 27 
SUMMARY. 
For General Purposes. . secenee $1,551 24 


TOCA CLES paient esses cece w.. 12,867 61 
Church Collections............s00.0-. 485 54 
Avails of Sales by those to whom 

Books have been given.........:..++ 2,289 55 


Auxiliary Ronkeise= ss Donations... 1,164 41 

on Account.... 10,437 98 — 
Other Sates for Sales.........0.66. 1,700 72 
Misccllanecous.......s.ceeesseesseeeeees 10,2085 27 


eee ee eeee 


Total Receipts... 


IIl2 


OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D............+.. President. 


REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ l Corresponding 


REV. ALEXANDER McLBAN, D.D........ ag) Sahel 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D...........--- ) Secretaries. 

WILDLLAM POUT, Ras cecinsenwieteiedhe soma clepiciesiee Treasurer. 
CALEB "TSO W Bikes osisres cetemictterettlsile cre = aictorre General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 

United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.”’ 
’ Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.’’ 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on comméssion, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices és 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR. NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PACATISAS) ie c-,«! cso dwrarciardame enteral Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
Georgia mies sia si 2\Fetsed once pieces Rey. HERBERT P. MyuRs, 


fort Valley, Geo. 
Illinois & Western Indiana......Rev. E. G. SmrrH, 
Morrison, Whiteside Co., lil. 


ECVV aha <6 cies, «a, <a oeaeaueratere adept Rey. JOHN Hoop, 
2 Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
Kansas....... ele ae eidig rete daneeee Rey. S. D. Storrs, 


Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee.........Rev. Gzo. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 
~~ Covington, Icy. 


Louisiana & Mississippi......... Rey. R. 8. HoncomsBn, 
New Orleans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin......... -Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rev. JoHN HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice Co., Minn. 
ABS OUM este sven oect- eae -+--Rev. EDMUND WRIGHT, 


St. Loués, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- eae Gro. W. WAINWRIGHT 
PRES Bos cated SURE , Blair, Neb. 
North & South Carolina........Rev. 0. H. WILEY, D.D., 
‘ Winston, Forsyth Oo., N.C. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana.........Rev. E. 8. GILLErTE, 
y Cleveland, Ohio, 
Oregon & Wash. Ter..,.........Rey. P. ©. HerziEr, 


Salem, Oregon. 
ORAS... tisieaiahyeed scltrailee census IOV WILLLEAM AE, RANKIN, . 

Austin, Texas, 
West Virginia...................Rev. WALTER R. Lone, 


: Wheeling, W. Va. 


BrisLE Society RECORD. 


_ receive it, is specially requested to commm 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. Y., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER, 


Volume 31. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application, 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with tt. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. ; 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. > 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Augiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer-of the 
Auxiliary. ~~ 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the | 
District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and — 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and-secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit will 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1886, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one-address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the sémple condition that the request for it is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas-— 
tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of ‘the 
Society. <5 wah 
Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the pre: 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which r 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered 
club rates; but the money should in all cases 
the order. Nt 


Every person who is entitled to the Record a 


+ 


